Les Semaines Sociales du Canada (Canadian Social Study-Weeks) is the name given to the French-Canadian "ambulatory university" which, almost yearly, gathers an assembly of bishops, socially-conscious clerics, and laymen in some important city of Quebec. Organized in 1920 after the fashion of similar Spanish, Belgian, and French institutions, it has held, so far, twenty-one meetings. Its function, officially sanctioned by the hierarchy, is to disseminate the theological and philosophical social teaching of the Church as well as to infer practical applications adapted to local conditions. Sister Gaudreau's thesis offers the reader a conscientious inventory of the doctrinal views and interpretations expressed in the twenty-one volumes of the t•roceedings of the Semaines Sociales. After three introductory chapters which sketch historical accounts of various social movements in French Canada and of the growth of the S.S., plus sympathetic profiles of its main leaders, the bulk of the work consists of eight chapters organized under headings presumably representing the recurrent themes around which have revolved the discussions of the S.S., namely: the church, the family, the state, education, the economic order, professional organization, perversive ideologies, and Christian reconstruction. Mr. Wade lays a carefully reasoned historical basis for his final analysis of the present-day French-Canadian outlook. Historians may well feel that he has not--at least in discussing Canadian. development up to 1867--brought out much that is new. Perhaps so. That was hardly to be expected. Nevertheless, his emphasis is often neither conventional nor traditional. His indication, for instance, of the long-time effects of the projection of seventeenth-century French religious quarrels and cultural attitudes into the Canadian scene will come as a distinct novelty to most readers.
